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Finding Funding Resources Overview

1. Finding Funding Resources for Postdoctoral Scholars
2. General Grantsmanship Advice 
3. Other Recommended Resources



Finding Funding

• Postdoctoral Scholars curated lists
• Using funding search tools 
• Automated funding alerts

https://research.fas.harvard.edu/postdoc_opportunities

https://research.fas.harvard.edu/postdoc_opportunities




Pivot

Pivot is a keyword-searchable database for 
finding funding opportunities specifically tailored 
to your research needs. It includes information 
on federal, foundation, and international grant 
and fellowship programs. With a Pivot account, 
you can:
• Sign up to receive customized funding alerts
• Save and return to previous funding searches
• Track individual funding opportunities
• Claim your profile, which will allow the system’s 

proprietary matching algorithm to suggest funding 
opportunities and potential collaborators to you

research.fas.harvard.edu/funding-databases
pivot.proquest.com

https://research.fas.harvard.edu/funding-databases
http://pivot.proquest.com/


Foundation Directory Online (FDO)

FDO is a database containing 
information on private and corporate 
foundations that fund national and 
international projects. The database 
provides information on each 
foundation’s application process, 
recently awarded grants, giving history, 
geographic focus, specified areas of 
interest, contact information, and more.

research.fas.harvard.edu/funding-databases

https://research.fas.harvard.edu/funding-databases


Limited Submission Opportunities

• Limited submission opportunities (LSOs) are funding opportunities 
where the sponsor has placed a limit on the number of applications 
that may be submitted from an institution. 

• Researchers may not apply directly for LSOs without institutional 
endorsement.

• All announcements of LSO competitions will be disseminated by FAS 
Research Development to FAS department chairs and select 
administrators. 

• Questions regarding LSO competitions may be directed to Jennifer 
Corby (jcorby@fas.harvard.edu).

research.fas.harvard.edu/limited-submission-opportunities

mailto:jcorby@fas.harvard.edu
https://research.fas.harvard.edu/limited-submission-opportunities


APPLYING FOR FUNDING

• Determine whether the opportunity is a good fit for your research
      - Review agency/foundation mission/strategic priorities
      - Review solicitation carefully 
      - Review abstracts of funded proposals
      - Contact the Program Officer 
• Discuss the opportunity with your advisor/mentor
• Ask for a sample proposal 
• Let your grant manager know as early as possible about your intent 

to apply

Before you apply:



Sample Proposal Library
research.fas.harvard.edu/proposal-library

https://research.fas.harvard.edu/proposal-library


FAS/SEAS Proposal Submission Process
In most cases, proposals to external sponsors require institutional authorization. Proposals are therefore 
submitted through Harvard’s Office of Sponsored Programs (OSP) and are subject to institutional 
review. Additional information about submission deadlines is available at 
https://osp.finance.harvard.edu/proposal-submission-deadlines and PI eligibility at 
https://research.fas.harvard.edu/policies/principal-investigator-eligibility. 

Day 5

Proposal must be received by OSP at 
least five (5) full business days prior to 
the sponsor’s due date. The proposal 
components must be in final form with 
the exception of the narrative, which 
may be submitted in draft form subject 
to revision. If the applicant is unable to 
meet the 5-day deadline, an 
exception request must be submitted. 
The cognizant School or Divisional 
Dean will review exception requests. 

Proposals received by OSP 
on the same day as the 
sponsor’s due date will not 
be reviewed or submitted.

The final and complete proposal must 
be received by OSP at least three (3) 
full business days prior to the sponsor’s 
due date. The proposal will be 
considered submission-ready at this 
point. The applicant must provide the 
final narrative. If the final narrative is 
not ready, the applicant must 
complete an exception request. The 
cognizant School or Divisional Dean 
will review exception requests. 

Day 3 Sponsor Due Date

https://osp.finance.harvard.edu/proposal-submission-deadlines
https://research.fas.harvard.edu/policies/principal-investigator-eligibility


Other Resources
• Harvard CARAT database: Searchable grants and fellowships 

database for undergraduate/graduate students and postdoctoral 
scholars: https://carat.fas.harvard.edu/

• NSF Funding Search Tool: https://www.nsf.gov/funding/
• Pathways to Science: Programs and resources for prospective and 

current STEM postdoctoral researchers: 
https://www.pathwaystoscience.org/Postdocs_Portal.aspx

• UCLA GRAPES database: Searchable database for graduate and 
postdoctoral opportunities: https://grad.ucla.edu/funding/#/

https://carat.fas.harvard.edu/
https://www.nsf.gov/funding/
https://www.pathwaystoscience.org/Postdocs_Portal.aspx
https://grad.ucla.edu/funding/#/


Research Development Contact Information
Website: research.fas.harvard.edu/research-development-support
E-mail: research_development@fas.harvard.edu

Early Career Awards
Postdoc Curated List
Funding Opportunity Databases

Quick links:
Limited Submission Opportunities
Sample Proposal Library

http://research.fas.harvard.edu/research-development-support
mailto:research_development@fas.harvard.edu
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Bq7xgjWgChpByHPb3KmirNBuOV_K6Da_qy2BbDYre6w/edit?usp=sharing
https://research.fas.harvard.edu/postdoc_opportunities
https://research.fas.harvard.edu/funding-databases
https://research.fas.harvard.edu/limited-submission-opportunities
https://research.fas.harvard.edu/proposal-library
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