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Finding Funding Resources Overview

1. Finding Funding Resources for Postdoctoral Scholars
2. General Grantsmanship Advice 
3. Other Recommended Resources



Finding Funding

• Postdoctoral Scholars curated lists
• Funding dissemination
• Funding newsletters
• Using funding search tools 
• Automated funding alerts

https://research.fas.harvard.edu/postdoc_opportunities

https://research.fas.harvard.edu/postdoc_opportunities




Science Division Website Funding Spotlight 
science.fas.harvard.edu/pages/funding-spotlight

https://science.fas.harvard.edu/pages/funding-spotlight


Limited Submission Opportunities

• Limited submission opportunities (LSOs) are funding opportunities 
where the sponsor has placed a limit on the number of applications 
that may be submitted from an institution. 

• Researchers may not apply directly for LSOs without institutional 
endorsement.

• All announcements of LSO competitions will be disseminated by FAS 
Research Development to FAS department chairs and select 
administrators. 

• Questions regarding LSO competitions may be directed to Erin Hale 
(erin_hale@fas.harvard.edu) or Susan Gomes 
(sgomes@fas.harvard.edu).

research.fas.harvard.edu/limited-submission-opportunities

https://research.fas.harvard.edu/limited-submission-opportunities


Funding Announcements
research.fas.harvard.edu/funding-spotlight

https://research.fas.harvard.edu/funding-spotlight


Funding Newsletter: Engineering & 
Applied Sciences



Pivot

Pivot is a key-word-searchable database for 
finding funding opportunities specifically tailored 
to your research needs. It includes information 
on federal, private, and international funding 
options. With your Pivot account, you can:

• Sign up to receive customized funding alerts
• Save and return to previous funding searches
• Track individual funding opportunities
• Claim your profile, which will allow the system’s 

proprietary matching algorithm to suggest funding 
opportunities and potential collaborators to you

research.fas.harvard.edu/funding-databases
pivot.proquest.com

https://research.fas.harvard.edu/funding-databases
http://pivot.proquest.com/


Foundation Directory Online (FDO)

FDO is a database containing 
information on private and corporate 
foundations and government 
grantmakers that fund national and 
international projects. The database 
provides information on each 
foundation’s application process, 
recently awarded grants and their 
recipients, the number and dollar 
amount of grants made each year, 
geographic focus, specified areas of 
interest, contact information, and more.

research.fas.harvard.edu/funding-databases

https://research.fas.harvard.edu/funding-databases


Harvard Link
link.harvard.edu

https://link.harvard.edu/


APPLYING FOR FUNDING

• Determine whether the opportunity is a good fit for your research
- Review Agency/Foundation mission/strategic priorities
- Review solicitation carefully 
- Review Abstracts of Funded Proposals
- Contact the Program Officer 

• Discuss the Opportunity with Your Advisor/Mentor
• Ask for a Sample Proposal 
• Let your Grant Manager Know of Your Intent to Apply (5 day rule) 

Before you Apply



Sample Proposal Library
research.fas.harvard.edu/proposal-library

https://research.fas.harvard.edu/proposal-library


Proposal Submission Process
In most cases, proposals to external sponsors require institutional authorization. Proposals are therefore 
submitted through Harvard’s Office of Sponsored Programs (OSP) and are subject to institutional review.

Day 5

Proposal must be received by OSP at 
least five (5) full business days prior to 
the sponsor’s due date. The proposal 
components must be in final form with 
the exception of the narrative, which 
may be submitted in draft form subject 
to revision. If the applicant is unable to 
meet the 5-day deadline, an 
exception request must be submitted. 
The cognizant School or Divisional 
Dean will review exception requests. 

Proposals received by OSP 
on the same day as the 
sponsor’s due date will not 
be reviewed or submitted.

The final and complete proposal must 
be received by OSP at least three (3) 
full business days prior to the sponsor’s 
due date. The proposal will be 
considered submission-ready at this 
point. The applicant must provide the 
final narrative. If the final narrative is 
not ready, the applicant must 
complete an exception request. The 
cognizant School or Divisional Dean 
will review exception requests. 

Day 3 Sponsor Due Date



Other Resources
• UCLA GRAPES database: Searchable database for graduate and 

postdoctoral opportunities with over 250 postdoctoral 
listings.https://grad.ucla.edu/funding/#/

• NSF Funding Search Tool: https://www.nsf.gov/funding/
• Pathways to Science: connects underrepresented students with 

STEM funding and research opportunities 
https://www.pathwaystoscience.org/Programs.aspx

• Diversity Postdoc Fellowships and Opportunities: 
https://www.minoritypostdoc.org/resources

https://grad.ucla.edu/funding/#/
https://www.nsf.gov/funding/
https://www.pathwaystoscience.org/Programs.aspx
https://www.minoritypostdoc.org/resources


Engineering in situ sensors as instantaneous COVID-19 diagnostics
George Church, Robert Winthrop Professor of Genetics, Harvard Medical School

Air pollution, race, and health outcomes for COVID-19 in the United States: data access, methods, and dissemination
Francesca Dominici, Clarence James Gamble Professor of Biostatistics, Population and Data Science, Harvard T.H. 
Chan School of Public Health; Rachel Nethery, Assistant Professor of Biostatistics, Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public 
Health; Danielle Braun, Research Scientist, Department of Biostatistics, Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health; 
Antonella Zanobetti, Principal Research Scientist, Department of Environmental Health, Harvard T.H. Chan School of 
Public Health; Natesh Pillai, Professor of Statistics, Faculty of Arts and Sciences

A new method for detecting polar ice sheet instability in a warming world
Jerry X. Mitrovica, Frank B. Baird, Jr. Professor of Science, Faculty of Arts and Sciences

Volcanic CO2 vents: windows into the future of tropical forests
Benton Taylor, Assistant Professor of Organismic and Evolutionary Biology, Faculty of Arts and Sciences

Despair of a pandemic: using big data to understand the effects of COVID-19 on adolescents and their community
David Williams, Florence Sprague Norman and Laura Smart Norman Professor of Public Health, Department of Social 
and Behavioral Sciences Chair, Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health; Michelle Holmes, Associate Professor in the 
Department of Epidemiology, Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health, and Associate Professor of Medicine, 
Harvard Medical School; Todd G. Reid, Research Associate in the Department of Social and Behavioral Sciences, 
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health, and Research Scientist, MIT Media Lab; Nicholas Carson, Assistant Professor 
of Psychiatry, Harvard Medical School

Electron super-highways for information processing
Suyang Xu, Assistant Professor of Chemistry and Chemical Biology, Faculty of Arts and Sciences

Imaging the cellular and molecular basis of brain aging
Xiaowei Zhuang, David B. Arnold, Jr. Professor of Science, Faculty of Arts and Sciences; William Allen, Junior Fellow, 
Harvard Society of Fellows

Star-Friedman Challenge for 
Promising Scientific Research





Research Development Contact Information
Website: research.fas.harvard.edu/research-development-support
E-mail: research_development@fas.harvard.edu

Early Career Awards
Postdoc Curated List
Funding Announcements
Funding Opportunity Databases
Internal and Federal Funding Resources

Resources:
Limited Submission Opportunities
Sample Proposals Library
Science Division Funding Spotlight
Star-Friedman Challenge

http://research.fas.harvard.edu/research-development-support
mailto:research_development@fas.harvard.edu
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1CVmq19VTwlCt3HDth6NFF4E5ashyHmx53WEYDyfNc48/edit?usp=sharing
https://research.fas.harvard.edu/postdoc_opportunities
https://research.fas.harvard.edu/funding-spotlight
https://research.fas.harvard.edu/funding-databases
https://research.fas.harvard.edu/funding-sources
https://research.fas.harvard.edu/limited-submission-opportunities
https://research.fas.harvard.edu/proposal-library
https://science.fas.harvard.edu/pages/funding-spotlight
https://research.fas.harvard.edu/star-friedman-challenge-scientific-research
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